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Extreme Caution Urged by BLM During Upcoming Hunting Season

Vale, Oregon, August 10 - The Vale District, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is reminding antelope
hunters during the upcoming season, and all public lands users of the extreme fire danger that currently
exists on public lands.  The following public use restrictions were issued on July 1st, and will remain in
effect until further notice.

• No building, maintaining, attending or using a fire, campfire or stove fire, including charcoal
briquets.  Liquid and bottled gas stoves and heaters are permitted, but when used outside of
developed sites, they must be within an area cleared of all flammable material for at least a 10-
foot diameter.

• No smoking while traveling in timber, brush or grassy areas, except when in vehicles on roads;
within areas barren of flammable materials for at least a 3-foot diameter; or on boats while on
rivers or lakes.

• No off-road operation of any type of motorized vehicle.  Additionally, any off-road vehicle
parking must be done in areas baren of flammable materials.

• No operation of any type of motorized vehicle without carrying at least a 26-inch shovel with a
blade at least 8 inches wide.  Also, a water container of no less than one gallon capacity, or fully
charged 2½ pound fire extinguisher must accompany the motor vehicle.

• Use of fireworks is prohibited.

District Manager Juan Palma is also asking that the public take additional precautionary measures in
preventing wildfires, including checking catalytic converters daily and removing all flammable material
buildup, choosing parking areas carefully, and avoiding heavy grass and brush areas.  “The 2000 fire
season is not typical. Some of the fires burning today are among the very toughest to fight we’ve seen in
the last 50 years.”  Due to the extreme fire conditions and the number of fires on both local and national
levels, firefighting resources are reaching available limits.  

Within the Vale District, this season there have been 19 human-caused fires which have burned over
2,500 acres, and lightning has been the cause of more than 20 fires, burning nearly 107,000 acres.  Palma
stressed, “Individuals need to be aware of the extreme fire danger, and take adequate precautions when in
both rangelands and in forested areas.”

To report a wildfire, contact the Vale District BLM at 541-473-3221.

-BLM-

BLM News Release
U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management

Vale District Office
100 Oregon Street, Vale, Oregon   97918-9630

http://www.or.blm.gov/Vale/


